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[$ hard to ſay, if greater want of (kill 
Appear in writing or in judging _— - 


But of the two, leſs dang'rous is th offence 
To tire our patience, than miſlead our ſenſe. 
Some few in that, but numbers err in this, 
8 cenſure wrong for one who writes amils ; 


A fool might once himſelf alone expoſe, 
Now one in. verſe makes many more in profes | 
Tis with our judgments as our watches, none 


| Goji. yrremd ellos dens.” - 736 


In Poets as true genius is but rare, 
True Taſte as ſeldom is the Critic's ſhare ; 
Both muſt alike from heav'n derive their light, 


Let ſuch teach others who themſelves excell, 1 
And cenſure freely who have written well. 
Authors are partial to their wit, tis true, 
But are not Critics to their judgment too? 
Tor if we look more cloſely, we ſhall find 


Mature affords at leaſt a glimm'ring light; 
| The lines, cho touch d but faintly, are drawn right. 
, "es 


1 
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1s by ilkcolouring but the more diſgrac d; 
80 by falſe learning is good ſenſe defac d: 
Some aye bewil in J 26 
And made coxcombs Nature meant but fools. - 
m ſearch of wit theſe loſe their common ſenſe, 

And then turn Critics in their own defence: 
Each burns alike, who can, or can not write, 30 
Or with a Rival's, or an Eunuch's ſpite. 


eee 4 9 
+ fain would be upon the laughing fide. | 


If Mayfs ſcribble in Apollo's ſpight, 
There are, who judge ſtill worſe than he can write» - 
Son have at firſt lor Wits, then Poets paſt, 136 
Turt'd Critics gert, and prov'd plaio fools WAS 
Some neither can for Wiss nor Critics pals, 
s heavy mulęs are neither horſe nor aſs. A 
balf-learn'd witlings, bam wos in our ile. . 
| As half-form'd inſects on the banks of Nile 
* Uofiniſh's things, one knows pot whas c0 cally 
Their generation's ſa cquivocal: 
To tell em, would a hundred 400gues require, 


But as che ſlighteſt ſketchy, ifjultly trad., 4 | 


And jully bear a Critic's noble name, oY 
Be ſure yourſelf and your- 1 
Hi far our genius, taſte, and learning go; 
not beyond your depth; but be Greet 50 
And mark that point where ſenſe and dullnefs meet. 
Na ru to all things fix d the limits fir, 
| And wiſely curb'd proud man's pretending wits 14 £ 
on the land while here the accan gains, | pf 
| In other parts it leaves wide ſandy plans - 
ud in the ſoul while memory -prevails, | 
he ſalid pow'r of underſtanding fails; 
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| By" vain ambition (ill ta make them more?: p 
Fach might his ſev'ral province. well command, 
Would all but {tgop to what ghey-uaderſtand.. - 


One clear, unchang'd, and aniverſal light, 
Art from that fund each juſt ſupply provides; 


Reſtrain his fury, than provoke his ſpeed; 
The wing!d eourſer, like a gen'rous horſe, 
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One ſcience, only will one genius fie; » 
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$0 vaſt is art, ſo narrou human a e Lak. 
Not only bounded to. peculiar-arts, W 59 if 4 


Like n. 


Fier follow Nature, and your judgment frame | 
By her juſt ſtandard, which is ſtill the famez 


Works without ſhow, and without pomp prfdes ; 


in fome fair body thus th informing foul — 7” 


With ſpirits feeds, with vigour fills the ** 


Fach motion guides, and er'ry dere faſtains z/ 


ſelf: unſeen, but in th effects remains. 


Some, to whom Heay'n in wit has engen 8 
Want as much more, to turn it to its uſe! * 


For wit and judgment often are at ſtrife, 
Tho? meant each other's aid, is as ci 
"Tis more to guide, than ſpur the Muſe's fteed'; - 


1 25 
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Show's moſt true mettle when you check his courſe; 
Tuoss Rules of old diſcover d, not devis d, ih 


Are Nature ſtill, but Nature 2 
Nature, like Liberty, is but reftrain'd : 4% 
By the ſame Laws which firſt herſelf 3 
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Ha how learn'd Greece her uſeful rules indites, 
When to repreſs, and when indulge our flights : 
High on Parnaſſus” top her ſons ſhe ſhow'd, 


Held from afar, aloft, th' immortal prize, 
And urg d the reſt by equal ſteps to riſe. 
Juſt precepts thus from great examples giv'n, 
She drew from them what they deriv'd from heav'n. 


The gen'rous Critic fann'd the Poet's fre, 100 


And taught the world with Reaſon to admire. 

Then Criticiſm the Muſes handmaid prov'd, 
To dreſs her charms, and make her more belov'd : 

But following wits from that intention ſtray'd, 


Who could. not win the miſtreſs, woo'd the maid; ros 


Againſt the Poets their own arms they turn d, 


So modern Pothecaries, taught the art 
By Doctor's bills to play the Doctor's part, 


Bold in the practice of miſtaken rules, 3 


Preſcribe, apply, and call their maſters fools. 
Some on the leaves of ancient authors prey, 
Nor time nor moths e er ſpoil'd fo much as they: 
Some drily plan, without invention's aid, 


Write dull receipts how poems may be made. - 


Theſe leave the ſenſe, their learning to diſplay, — 
And thoſe explain the meaning quite away. | 


You then whoſe judgment the right courſe would 


ſteer, 
Know well each Ancient's proper hands; 3 


His Fable, Subject, Scope in ev 'ry Pagez 120 


Religion, Country, Genius of his Age: 
Without all theſe at once before your eyes, 
Cant you may, but never criticize. 


And pointed out thoſe arduous paths they trod ; | 95 


Sure to hate molt the men from whom they learn d. 


= 


1 
1 


o 


Re Homer's warks, your ſtudy anddelight, - 


And which a maſter-hand alone can rcach. > © 
If, where, the rules got far-enough extend, 
| (Since rules were made but ta promote their end) 


Thus P 
May boldly deviate from the common tracks =» 
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ad them by day, ned madince hy aightss + oy bo 
Thence form Your judgment, 2 mans 


Ind een the Mete pee 5 dit bb 


Still with itſelf compar d, his text peruſe ; 


. Aud let your comment 8 


Wu firſt youog Maro in hia boundleſe mind 259 


A work t outlaſt immortal Rome def d, 


he ſcem'd above the Critic's law, sn 


| And, but from Nature's fountain, ſcora'd io 9 


But when t' examine ev 'ry patt he came, 
Nature and Homer were, be found, the ſame, 235 
Convine'd, amaz'd, he checks the bald daga: K 

hog rules aa Hg his. labour'd wack crab. 


 Asif the Stagirite. o'erlagle'd each ine. 5 
Learn hence for ancient rules a jult cſteem ; 2 
Toe copy.apunre i cn . || 1-06 = 


"Sous bexgiinn yn cpipamnen dacaen, _ 
| For there's a happineſs as well as care. 5 
Muſic reſembles Poetry, in each 


Are nameleſs graces which no methads . 


Some lucky licence anſwer to the ſull 
Th? intent propos d, that Licence e 
egaſus, 2 nearer way to take. — 4 


From vulgar bounds with brave diſorder part. 


ad ſnatch a grace beyond the reach of ag 
Which without paſſing thro' the judgment, gaine 
The heart, and all its end at once attains. 155 
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Which out of nature's common order riſe, 
The ſhapeleſa rock, or hanging precipice. 
Great wits ſometimes may gloriouſly offend, 
And riſe to faults true Critics dare not mend. 160 
But tho' the Ancients thus their rules rnvade, 


(As Kings diſpenſe with laws themſelves — 


Moderne, beware! or if you maſt offend 
Againſt the precept ne er tranſgreſs its End; 


Let it be ſeldom, and compell'd by need; 165. 
15 And have, at leaſt, their precedent 1 plead. | 


The Critic elſe proceeds without remorſe, 
Seizes your fame, and puts his laws in force. 


I know there are, to whoſe preſumptuous thoughts 


Thoſe freer beauties, ev'n in them, ſeem faults. 170 
Same figures monſtrous and mis-ſhap'd appear, © 
Conſider d ſingly, or beheld too near, 
| Which, but proportion'd to their light, In 
Due diſtance reconciles to form and grace. 
A prudent chief not always maſt diſplay 
His pow'rs in equal ranks, and fair array, 
But with th* occaſion and the place comply, 
| Conceal his force, nay ſeem ſometimes to ffy. 
Thoſe oft are ſtratagems which errors ſeem, 


'ST1LL green with bays each ancient Altar ſtnods, 
Above the reach of ſaerilegious hands; 

Secure from Flames, from Envy's fiercer rage, 
Deſtructive War, and all involving Age. 
en e the Wares wicir incenſe deing ? | 


In praife ſo juſt let ev'ry voice be join d 
And fill the gen'ral chorus of mankind. 


E... 


Nor is it Homer nods, but we that dream, 180 


Hear, in all tongues conſenting Pzans ring? 186. 


Wc 


n eee 06 


eres 


8 


"The laſt, 6s ect ef rear frnubbe, | 
That on weak wings, from far, purſues your fights 
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- Hail, Bards triumphane! born in 8 
Immortal heirs of univerſal praiſe : 5 8 
Whoſe honours with increaſe of ages grow, ;. 
As ſtreams roll down, os he BD. 


rr 2 
And worlds applaud that muſt not yet be found! 


O may ſome ſpark of your celeſtial fire, 


15935 


Glows while he reads, but trembles as he writes) 
To teach vaio Wits a ſcience linle known, - 
T* admire ſuperior ſenſe, and doubt their own! 

Or all the cauſes which cooſpire to blind 200 
Man's erring judgment, r 15 
What the weak head with ſtrongeſt bias rules, 


1 Pride, the never · failing vice of fools. 


Whatever Nature has in worth denyd, 205 


She gives in large recruits of needful Pride; 
For as in bodies, thus in ſouls, we find 


What wants in blood and pries, fwell'dwith wind: - 
Pride, where wit fails, ſteps into-our defence, 


And fills up all the mighty Void of ſenſe. 210 


If once right reaſon drives that cloud away, 


| — Truth breaks upon us with reſiſtleſs day. 


Traſt not yourſelf; but your defects to know, 


Make uſe of every friend——and ev'ry foe. 


A little learning is a dang'rous thing; 2 ' 


F:- Drink deep, or taſte not the Pierian ſpring : 


There ſhallow draughts intoxicate the brain, 


And drinking largely ſobers us again. 


Fir'd at firſt fight with what the muſc-imparts, ; 


In fearleſs youth we tempt the heights of Arts, 220 


While from the bounded level of our mind, 


Short views we take, nor ſee the lengths behind; 


Rat — 


7 
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_ New } ſcenes of endleſs ſcience riſel mat. 
So plcg 3 nue ten Alps we try, V 
Th Ut —— tn r : 
And the firſt clouds and mountains ſeem the 3 
Datz thoſe attain'd, we tremble to ſurvey + 


The growing fabours-of the! fengthen's way, | aw 


Th increafitg proſpect tires our wand'ring _ #4 


Hills peep o'er hills; and Alps on Alps arife ! 

A perfect judge will read each work of wit 
With the fame ſpirit that its author writ, 
Survey the Wo. nor ſeek- — 
Where eee mode ind pray uche the _ 


e 


Vor loſe for that malignant dull delight N 
| The gen'rous pleaſure to be Ae witty wit 
N in ſach lays 42 r 15 7 %% 
_ That ſhunning fauke, one quiet WW | 
| we cannot blame indeed——bur OE n. | 
ER 2 — 24s ' 
But the joint be und full-refulg. of all... od a 


Thus when we view ſome well-proportion'd done, 
(The words juſt wonder, and ev'n thine, . 
Nosſingle party unequally ſurprize, 
All comes united to th* admiring eyes; 296 
No monſtrous height, or breadth, ar length appenry 
The Whole at once is bold; and regular, | 

_ _ Whoever thinks a faultleſs piece t ſee, | 
Thinks what ncter was, bor is, nov eier ſhall. be. 
In every work regard the wtiter's Enid, - 255 
Since bank dxu/qpmpaih mide: than they incads + ride 
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Diſcours'd in terms as juſt, with looks as ſage, 1 * 
As &er could Dennis, of the Grecian ſtage; "nw: 
Concluding all were deſp'rate ſors and fools, 

Wo durſt depart from 1 | 

Made him obſerve the ſubje& and the plot. - 275 


All which, exact to rule, were brought about, 


| Yes, or we muſt renounce the Stagirite. 


( moſti n manners) by a love to parts, 
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And if the means be juſt, the conduct true: 
Applaaſe, in ſpight of trivial faults, is due. beit 
As men of breeding, ſometimes men of wit, 3 1 
T*avoid great erfors, mult the leſs commit: 230 
Neglect the rules each verbal Critic lays, _ 


For not to know ſome trifles is a praiſe, 


Molt Critics, fond of ſame ſubſervient art, 
Still make the Whole depend upon a Part: 


| They talk of principles, but notions prize, 26s * 


And all to one loy'd Folly ſacrifice, _— 
Oxcs on a time, La Mancha's Kaigin they ſay, 
Acertaio Bard encount ring on he way, © 


41 


Our Author happy in a judge ſo nice, 
produc'd his Play, and begg'd the Knight's adrice; 


The manners, paſſions, unities ; what ? 


Were but a combat in the lifts left out. 1 AY 
% What leave the Combat out? exclaims the Knight; 


* Not ſo by heav'n” (he anſwers in a rage) 

> Knights, ſquires, 92 mult enter on » the | 
« ſtage.” 

80 yaſt a throng the ſtage can ne'er contain, 


Then build a new, or act it in a plain. 


Tus Critics of leſs judgment than caprice, 285 
Curious not knowing, not exact but nice 
Ferm ſhort ideas; and offend in arts 


+ + 


One glaring Chaos and wild heap of 
Poets like painters, thus, unſſcill'd to trace 
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Sons to Conceit alone their taſte conſine, 


And glit'ring thoughts (truck out at ev'ry . F * N 


Pleas'd with @ work where nothing's 4 or fits 


The naked nature and the living grace, 


With gold and jewels cover ev'ry part, ns 295 | 


And hide with ornaments their want of art. 

True wit is nature to amn dreſs'd, 

What oft was thought, but ne er ſo well expreſs'd; 
Something, whoſe truth convinc'd at ſight we find, 


That gives us back the image of our mind. 300 . 


As ſhades more ſweetly recommend the light, 
So modeſt plainneſs ſets of fprightly wit. 
For works may have more wit that does em good, 
As bodies periſh: thro? exceſs of blood. 


OTHExs for Laoguage all their care expreſs, 305 


And value books, as women men, for dreſs ; 
Their praiſe is ſtill, —the Style is excellent; 
The Senſe, they bumbly take upon content. 


| Words are like leaves; and where they moſt ena . 
Much fruit of ſenſe beneath is rarely found: 30 


Falſe eloquence, like the priſmatic glaſs 
Its gaudy colours ſpreads on ev'ry place; 


The face of Nature we no more ſurvey, 


All glares alike, without diſtinction gay: 


Clears and improves whate'er it ſhines upon, 
It gilds all objects, but it alters none. 
Expreſſion is the dreſs of thought, and (till 
Appears more decent, as more ſuitable ; 


But true Expreſſion, like th* unchanging fun, 315 5 


A vile conceit in pompou: words expreſs'd a0 - | | 


1 like à clown in regal purple dreſs d; 


o r 
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For diff tem ſtyles with diff rent ſubjects ſort, 


Ancients in phraſe, meer moderns in their ſenſe; ih | 
Amaze th' unlearn'd, and make the dear d file. 


Theſe ſparks with aukward vanity diſplay 


Ina words as faſhions, the ſame rule will held: 


m the bright Muſe tho' thouſand charms No L 
Her voice is all theſe tuneful fools admire! 340 
Who haunt Parnaſſus but to pleaſe their ear, 
Not mend their minds; as ſome to Church repair, 5 


1 While expletives their feeble aid do join 
And ten ſow words oft creep in one dull line: 
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As ſeveral garbs with country, town, and court. 
Some by old words t6 fame have made pretence, 


Such labour'd nothings, in ſo ſtrange a ſtyle, 


Ualucky, as Fungoſo in the Play, abe Wee 8 
330 


What the fine gentleman wore n 3 
And but ſo mimic ancient wits at belt, 
As apes our grandfires, in their doublets dreſt. 


Alike. fantaſtic, if too new, or old 5 
Be not the firſt by whom the new are yu, , 4b; 
Nor yet the laſt to lay the old alide. | 
Bur moſt by numbers judge a Poet's ſong, 
And ſmaoth or rough, with them, is right or wrong: 


Not for the doctrine, but the mulic there. 
Theſe equal ſyllables alone require, | . 
Tho! oft the ear the open vowels tire 245 


While they ring round the fame unvary'd chimes, | 


With ſure returns of ſtill expected rhymes ; 
| Where-e'er you ſind the cooling weſtern breeze,” | : 
la the next line, it © whiſpers thro? the trees: 3 51 


In cryſtal ſtreams ** with pleaſing murmurs creep,” 


- The eager” 8 threaten'd (not in ew) with „ ſleep:” 1 


5 2 
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Then at the laſt and only coupler fraught 


A needleſs Alexandrine ends the ſong, 


Lend wane adorn dell home, wifes 
What's roundly ſmooth, or languiſhingly low; 
And praiſe the eaſy vigour of a line, 360 


Where Denham's flreogth, and Waller's 1 


join. 
e chance, 
- As thoſe prove. eafieſt who have leary'd to dance. | 
Tis not enough no barſhneſs gives offence, 


The found mult ſeem an Echo to the ſenſe : 365 


Soft is the ſtrain when Zephyr gently blows 


And the ſmooth ſtream in ſmoother numbers flows 3 


But when loud ſurges laſh the ſounding ſhoar, 


The hoarſe, rough. verſe ſhould like the torrent roar, 


When Ajax ſtrives ſome rock's vaſt weight to throw, 


The line too labours, and the words move flow: | 
Not fo, when ſwift Camilla ſcours the plain, $372 


Flies o'er th' unbending corn, and ſkims along the mais, 


Hear how Timotheus vary'd lays furprize, *' 


Aud bid alternate paſſions fall and riſe! 375 


While at each change, the ſon of Libyan hon... 7 


Now burns with glory, and then melts with lose; A 
Now his fierce eyes with ſparkling fury glow, 
Now ſighs ſteal out, and tears begin to flow: 


Perſians and Greeks like turns of nature found, 380 | 


| And the world's victor ſtood ſubdu'd by found! 
The -pow'r of Muſic all our hearts allow, | 
And what Timotheus was, is Dryden now. 
Avoid Extremes; and ſhun the fault of ſuch, 


Who (till are pleas'd too little or too much, 38; 


Wich ſome nameaning thing they cal « hooght, 353 
| That, like a wounded fake. drags is flow length = | 


2 
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The Ancients only, or the Moderns prize, 


|  Thart'in proud dulneſs joins with emu. | 1 3 
A conſtant Critic at the great man's board a 
To fetch and carry nenſenſe for my Lord, 
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 Atev'ry trifle ſcorn to take offence. © * nt 
Düsen ene fuſe T 
| Thoſe heads, as ſtomachs, are not ſure the beſt, 


Which riauſeate all, and nothing can digeſt, 


For fools admire, but men of ſenſe approve: 
oy — CCI yy c 
|  Dulneſy is ever apt to magnify. | 


sous foreign writers, ſome our own deſpiſe 3 


395 
Thus Wit, like Faith, by each man is apply'd tt 
Mx anLy they ſeek the bleſſing to confine, 


But ripens ſpirits in cold northern climes ; 
Which from thy firſt has ſhone on ages paſt, 
- Enlights the preſent, and ſhall warm the laſt; 
Tho each may feel cncreaſes and decays, 
And ſee now clearer and now darker days. * 


Regard not then if Wit be old or new. 


But blame the falſe, — 


Some ne'er advance a judgment of their own, 
But catch the ſpreading notion of the Town; 


| They reaſon. and conclude by precedent. | 0 


And own ſtale nonſenſe which «rape ee Dong 
Some judge of authors names, not works, and — 
Nor praiſe nor bla me the writings, but the men. 
Of all chis ſervile herd, the worſt is he 


What woeful (tuff this madrigal would be, 


| la ſome Rary'd hackney ſonneteer, or mel 4 n {2 
| B 3 | 
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But let a Lord once own the happy lines, 49 
How the wit brightens ! . on 
 Befoite. his ſacred name flics ev'ry fault, 
And each exalted ſtanza wen: with thoaght! | 
Tus Vwgar chan thraagh immo err oi 0 
As oft the-leara'd by being ſingulat; 42 
So much they ſcorn the croud, at i the theong 
By chance go right, they puepalely go wrong: 

So Schilmatics the plain believers quit, 
| Some praiſe at marning what "hyde rene 


7 Muſe by theſe in like a miltreſs un d, 3 
This hour ſhe 8 delia d, — RE 
| While ther wenk heads Bke towns unkunify'd, | 


| Aſk them the cauſe; cey'e wiſer ill hey fy; 36 IF 
And ſtill: to-morrow's wiſcr than to-day. 

We think our fathers fools ; o wiſe we-grow; 
Our wiſer ſons, no doubt, will think us fo. 
Once School-divines this zealous ifle o'er d a” 
Who knew moſt ſentences, was deepeſt read; . 
Faith, Goſpel, all, ſeem'd made to be diſputed, 
And none had ſenſe enough to be conſuted : 


Sͤcotiſts and Thomiſts, now in peace remain, 


Amidſt their kindred cobwebs in Duck-lane. 44s 

I Faith itſelf has diff rent dreſſes worn, N 

What wonder modes in Wit ſhould take their turn? 
Of, leaving what is natural and fir, 
The current folly proves the ready wit; | 
And Authors think their reputation ſafe, ay 
Which lives as long as fools are pleas'd to laugh. 
Sons valuing thoſe of their own fide Wang” 
I Sill make dente, he meaſure of mankiod: 


Foadly we think we honour merit then, 
When we but praiſe 4 
Parties in Wit attend on thoſe of ſtate, 


T' oppoſing body's grofineſs, not its own. — 
When firſt that ſun too pow'rful beams diſplays, 47 

© | . terr2apertcy.a\ 470% 

S4 But ev'n thoſe clouds at laſt adorn its way, 

Reflect new glories and augment the day. 
© Bs thou the firſt true merit to befriend ; 
His praiſe is loſt who ſtays till all cs: 475 

Short is the date, alas, of modern rhymes, 22 

And tis but juſt to let them live betimes. 

No longer now chat golden age appears, 


So when the faithful pencil has deſigu'd, 
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| n Bis 
Kivarions ape of Fe Critics, un 
P t ſenſe furviv'd when merry jeſts were pſt; 416 © g 


Por riſing merit will buoy up at laſt. 74.3 ace - 
Might he return, Ane os 

Nie Blackmores and new Milbourns mult ariſe: 

| Nay ſhould great Homer lift his awful head, 
3 Toilus again would ſtart ap from the dend. 465 

| Envy will merit, as its ade, purſue; | © 


But like a ſhadow, proves the Subſtance true: 


When Patriarch wits ſurviv'd a thouſand years: ' 
Now length of Fame (our ſecond life) is loſt, 4% 
And bare threeſcore is all ey*n that can boaſt; 
Our ſons their father's failing language ſee, 

And ſuch as Chaucer is, ſhall Dryden be. 


Some bright Idea of the maſter's mind, | 4 
Where « new world leaps out at his command, | 
And ready Nature waits — hands 
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enn 
And ſweetly melt into juſt ſhade and light; 


And each bold figure juſt begins to live, 
The treach'rous colours the fair art betray, 
And all the bright creation fades away! 
Unnaer Wit, like molt miſtaken things, 


Atones not for that envy which it brings. 2 


In youth alone its empty praiſe we boalt, 
But ſoon the ſhort-liv'd vanity is loſt : 
Like ſome fair flow'r the early ſpring Seni 
That gayly blooms, but ev 'n in blooming dies. 
What is this Wit, which muſt our cares employ? _ 


The owner's wife that other men enjoy; I WD/; W 


Then molt our trouble (till when moſt admir 'd, 
And (till the more we give, the more requir'd ; 


Whoſe fame with pains we guard, but loſe with eaſe, 
Sure ſome to yex, but never all to pleaſe; 505 


"Tis what the vicious fear, the virtuous ſuun, 
By fools tis hated; and by knaves undone ! 
Ir Wit ſo much from Ign'rance undergo, 
Ah let not learning too commence its foe ! 


Of old, thoſe met rewards who conld excell, 510 


And ſuch were prais'd who but endeavour'd well : 
Tho? triumphs were to gen'rals only due, 
Crowns were reſery'd to grace the ſoldiers too. 
Now, they who reach Parnaſſus lofty crown, 
Employ their pains to ſpurn ſome others down; 515 
And while ſelf· love each jealous writer rules, 
Contending wits become the ſport of fools: 

But ſtill the worſt with moſt regret commend, 

For each ill Author i is as bad a friend. 


To what baſe: ends, and by what abject ways, | 320 


Are mortals urg d ro lacred luſt of praiſe ! 


When mellowing years their full perfection give, 490 


, r. wack 


91 


10 


15 


o 


And Virgins ſmil'd at what they bluſh d before. 
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Nor in the Critic let the man be loſt. 


Good nature and good-ſenſe muſt ever join; 
To err is human, to forgive, divine. 325 


Bur if in noble minds ſome dregs remain 


Not yet purg'd off, of ſpleen and four diſdain; 


Nor fear a dearth it theſe flagitious times. 
No pardon vile obſcenity ſhould fd, 330 

Tho wit and art conſpire to move your mind; #85 
ut -Dulaeſs with Obſcenity mult prove 
As ſhameful ſure as impotence in love. 


In the fat age of pleaſure, wealth, 8 


| Sprung the rank weed, and thriv'd with large increaſe t 
| When love was all an caſy Monarch's care; 536 | 


Seldom at council, never in a war: 


Jilts rul'd the ſtate, . 
Nay wits had penſions, and young Lords had witt 


The Fair fat panting at a Courtier 's play, 340 
And not a Maſk went unumprov'd aways | 
The modeſt fan was lifted up no more, 

The following licence of a Foreign reign 1 4 - 
Did all the dregs of bold Socinus drain; 341 


Then unbelieving Prieſts reform'd the nation, 
And taught more pleaſant methods of ſalvation; : 
Where heav'n's free ſubjects might their rights dp, 

| Leſt God himſelf ſhould ſeem too abſolute: 


Pulpits their facred ſatire learn'd to ſpare, = | 


Aud Vice admir'd to find a flatt'rer there! 
Encourag'd thus, Wit's Titans brav'd the ſkies, |, 
And the preſs groan'd with licens'd blaſphemies. 


Theſe monſters, Critics ! with your darts engage, 


Here point your thunder, and exhauſt your rage! 


2 Ber e CRITICISM: Y 
: Tet ſhan their fault, who, ſcandalouſſy nice, 556 * 
F” Will necds miſtake an author into P 
All ſeems infected that th infected Ir... 

| As all looks yellow. to the jaundie d eye. „ 
Laax then what OM anda rm hed, = 
For tis bur half a judge's taſk, to Kn W. 1 


Tis not enough, taſte, judgment, learning, *. 
In all you ſpeak, let truth and candour ſhine: 


That not alone what to your ſenſe is due 
all may allow; but ſeek your friendſhip —_ 366 
Bz ſilent always, when you douht your ſenſe; 1 1 | 
And ſpeak, tho“ ſuse, with ſeeming diffidence : | „ 
Some polnive, * perfilting fops we know, nn. 
Who if once wrong, will needs be always fo; -  * 
But you, with pleaſure. ban peer Sos pull; * 370 


1 5 
Blunt truths ware mie han nie loo do 
Nen maſt be taught as if you taught them not, 


Without Good - breeding, truth is diſapprov'd ; =» 
That only males ſuperior ſenſe belov'd. Y tad 
Mn niggards of advice on n 
Pot the worſt avarice is that of ſenſe. | 
With Mean complacence ee beray your alt, 8 
Nor be ſo civil as to prove unjuſt. 
Fear not the anger of the wiſe to raiſe; 
| Thoſe beſt can bear reproof, who merit praiſe, 
 *Twexe well might Critics ſtill this freedom take» 
But. Appius reddens at each word you ſpeak, 55 
And ſtares tremenduous with a threat' ning eye, 
| Like ſome fierce tyrant in old tapeſtry, 
Fear moſt to tax an honourable fool, 
Whole right it is, uncenſur d to be dull; 


And make each day a Critique on the laſt. by * 1 


RING eee 575 2 


| In foands and jingling ſyllables grown old, 6056 


| There are as mad, abandon'd Critics tod. YR 
| The bookful blockhead ignorantly read, 


Led? rie @p 2 
Such, without wit, are Poets when they pleaſe; * 
A without learning they can take degrees. 
Leave dang'rous truths to unſucceſsful Satires, | 
And flattery to fulſome Dedicators, a 


Whom, when they praiſe, the world belicyes no more, 
Than when they promiſe to give ſcribling o'er. 595. 


| *'Tis beff ſometimes your cenſure A 
Aud charitably let the dull be vain: © 


Your ſilence there is better than your ſpite, 
For who can rail ſo long as they can write? 9 2 

Still humming on, their drouzy courſe they keep, _ 1 
And laſh'd fo Tong, like tops, are laſh'd aſleep. 
Falſe ſteps but help them to renew the race, 


| As, after ſtumbling, jdt vl men the . 


What erouds of theſe impenetently dold. 


Still run on Poets, in a raging vein, 

En to the dregs and ſqueezing of the wean; 
ami on the aft ll dropping of ter Te, | | 
And rhyme with all the rage of Impotence. 
eee 


With loads of learned lumber in his head, 


| With his own tongue ſtill ediſies his cars, 


And always liſt'ning to himſelf appears, | (ff 
All books he reads, and all he reads aſfalls 


| From Dryden's Fables down to Durfey's. Tales. 


With him moſt authors ſteal their works, or buy; . 


} Garth did not write his own Diſpenſary. 


| Name a new Play, and he's the Poet's friend, 620 


PP ſhow'd his 8 when would Poets mend? 4 af 
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wn fly to Altars; there they'll talk you dead; 
- Diſtruſtful ſenſe with modeſt caution ſpeaks, . 7 
Aud never ſhock d, and never turn d aſid e 
Burſt out, reſiſtleſs, with a thund' ring tides _ 2 
Still pleas d to teach, and yet not proud to knowꝰ 
Not dully prepoſſeſa d, nor blindly right; 
. Modeſuiy bold, and humanly ſevere; 
Bleſt with a taſte exact, yet uncoofin'd; 3 
Aknowledge both of books and human kind; | * 
And love to praiſe, with reaſon on his fide ? 
Athens and Rome in better ages knew. 
The mighty Stagirite firſt left the ſhore, 
Spread all his ſails, and durſt the deeps explorà; 


Led by the light of the Mzonian ſtar, 


Still fond and proud of ſavage liberty, 650 
| Receiv'd his laws; and ſtood convinc'd *twas fit, 
Who conquer'd Nature, ſhould preſide o'er wit. 


LN * * * 
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fo ſacred from ſuch fops is barr'd, 
Nor is Paul's church more ſafe than Paul's ara. 
yard : | 


For Fools ruſh in where Angels fear to tread. 6s. 


1. ſtil looks home, and ſhort excurſions makes : 
But ratling nonſenſe in full vollies breaks, 


Bu r where's the man, who counſel can beſtow _ 


Unbias'd, or by favour, or by ſpue; 50 4}. 


Tho' Learn d, well-bred 3 and tho' welbred, b. T7 


Who to a friend his faults can freely ſhow, —__ 
And gladly praiſe the merit of a foe?  _. 


Gen*rous converſe ; a ſoul extempt from pride; 


 Svcx once were Critics; ſuch the happy few, ; 


He ſteer d ſecurely, and diſcover'd far, 


Poets, a race long unconfin'd, and free, | 5 | 


659 


By Wits, than Critics in as Wrong Quotg 
den Dionyſius Homer's thoughts refine, ” * 


Faxe and art in gay Petronius pleaſe, 


till fit for uſe, and ready at command. 


| And bleſs their Critic with a Poet's A... r 
An ardent Judge, who zealous in his truſt, © 
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K 
E «wi. 
| Will, like a friend, famikarly convey = 
| The truelt ootions.io zþe.cafieſt way. | h 26 e bak 
| He, who ſupreme in judgment, as in wir, 

Might boldly cenſure, as he boldly writ, 7 


| Yet judg'd with coolneſs, pies Lag OE 
His Precepts teach but what his works inſpire. | Mp 


Our Critics, take a contrary extreme. .. "TY 
n 8 
Nor ſuffers Horace more in wrong Tranſlations 


And call new beta ford from e tne ** 
The ſcholar's learaig, with the wn en. »| 

In grave Quintilian's copious work, we find 
The juſteſt rales, and dearelt method hr be I 
Thus uſeful arms in magazines we place, 


All rang'd in order and diſpor's with. grace, 


But leſs to pleaſe the eye, than arm the * : = 


- 
4» , 
* 7 
r. ©. 


Tux, bold Longious ! all the Nine inſpire, | 


With warmth gives ſentence, yet is always 165 : 
Whoſe own example ſtrengthens all his laws ; ; d 


"* 3 


And is himſelf that great ſublime he draws. Ly 


Tavs long ſucceeding Critics juſtly reign 
Licence repreſs'd,. and uſeful laws ordain d. 


Learning and Rome alike in empire grew; | 
And arts ſtill follow'd where her eagles flews - 


From the ſame foes, at lat, both felt their doom, 


7 rr and Rome, 6.0 | 


C 


With Tyranny, Thea Sapeſitien js, - 
. As that the body, this cnſlav'd the mind; 
| wich was believ'd;” but little underſtood, = 


* * 


A ſecond deluge Learning thus o er- run, 

And the Monks failh®d what the Goths begun. 
Ax length Eraſinus, hr if BY name, | 
(The glory of the prieſtbood, and the ſhame!) 


Stem d the wild torrent of a barb'rous age, 2 . 


| And drove theſe boly Vandals off the ſtage. 
— Bur fee] cach Muſe, in Lzo's golden days, 
$earts from ber abe. and trims her wither'd bays, 
's apcieot Genius, o er its ruin ſpread, | 


0 Shakes off the duſt, and rears his rey rend head. * | 


Then ſeulpturg and her ſiſter arts revive; 3 
| Stones leap'd to form, and rocks began to lire; 

With fweeter notes each riſing Temple rung; 

A Raphael painted, and a Vida ſang, 


Immortal Vida: on whoſe honour'd brow 705 


The Poct's bays and Critic's ivy grow: 
cremoma now ſhall ever boaſt thy name, 4 
1 next in fame 
Bur ſoon by impious arms from Latium chas d, 


Their ancient bounds the baniſh'd Muſes paſs'd . 710 


Thence Arts o'er all the northern world advance, 
But Critic learning flouriſh d moſt in France; 
The rules a nation, born to ſerye, obeys; © 
And Boileau ſtill in right of Horace ſways. 


But we, brave Britons, foreign laws deſpis d, 1 


And kept unconquer'd and unciviliz d; 

Pierce for the liberties of wit, and bold, 
We ſtill defy'd che Romans, as of old. 

Yet ſome there were, among the ſounder few 


Of thoſe nho leſs preſum'd, and better knew, 729 | 


And to be dull wis cure d 16 be ed: . * + 


3 


os - 
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And here reſtor d Wits fundamental laws. 
| "Such was the Maſe, whoſerules and prafiice tell, 


« Nature's chief Maſter- piece is writing well.” 


| Such was Roſcommon, not more earn d than good, 

With manners gen'rous as his noble blood; 726 
© To him the wit of Greece and Rome was known, 

And ev'ry author's merit, but his own. 

Such late was Walſh—the Mufſe's judge and friend, 

Who juſtly knew to blame or to commend; 730 

To failings mild, but zealous for deſert; 
This humble praiſe, lamented ſhade ! receive, 

. B ; 

| ba hs remain carers te 735 - 
Preſerib d her heights, and 

(Her guide now loſt) no more attempts to tiſe, 


grin as of 


But in low numbers ſhort excurſion tries: 
Content, if hence th' ualeara'd their wants may view. 


| The learn'd reflect on what before they knew: 740 
| Careleſs of cenſure, nor too fond of fame; 
Still pleas d to praiſe, yet not afraid to blame; 
Averſe alike to flatter, or offend ; 
Not free from faults, nor yet too vain to mend. 
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